
 

Introduction 

Can a voice from three centuries ago still mean anything? 

At first glance, it would seem not. The world in which Fr. Stanisław Bielicki lived 

has passed away irretrievably. The Commonwealth of his time has vanished, language 

has changed, customs and social habits have evolved, and so too have ways of thinking 

about religion, authority, and society. And yet his sermons remain - texts that were not 

merely pious reflections, but attempts to understand the human person and their place 

in the world. 

Fr. Stanisław Bielicki was a preacher. Today, the word is often understood 

narrowly, sometimes even pejoratively - as someone who lectures or moralizes. In the 

eighteenth century, however, it meant far more. A preacher was not merely a proclaimer 

of religious truths. He was an observer of social life, a commentator on human attitudes, 

and often a critic of his own age. The pulpit was a place not only for interpreting 

Scripture or invoking the Fathers of the Church and ancient philosophers - even pagan 

ones - but also for speaking about the most essential matters: the meaning of life, 

responsibility, community, illusions, and hope. 

Bielicki spoke to people living in a time of uncertainty. The Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth was undergoing a crisis; social structures were weakening, and moral 

and political tensions were intensifying. In such a reality, a sermon was not abstract 

theology. It was an attempt to answer a fundamental question: how should one live when 

the world is beginning to tremble? 

This book by Fr. Dr. Kazimierz Ligęza, a contemporary homilist and respected 

retreat preacher, is not a scholarly monograph, though it arises from solid research into 

Bielicki’s sources and sermons. Nor is it a conventional biography. Its aim is not merely 

to reconstruct the often elusive facts of the preacher’s life, but to present him as a man 

of his time - someone who sought to understand society and speak to it in a language 

both accessible and moving. 



In his sermons, we find not only religious reflection, but also a diagnosis of 

human attitudes: weakness, audacity, superficial piety, and the evasion of responsibility. 

At the same time - and this is what makes them so compelling - there is a persistent 

theme of hope: the conviction that a person can change, that a community can be 

renewed, and that moral chaos is not the final state. 

For this reason, Bielicki is not merely a historical figure. He is a witness to his 

age who left behind a record of his struggle with problems that remain strikingly 

relevant: how to reconcile freedom with responsibility, how to build community, how 

not to lose meaning in a world full of appearances - all deeply rooted in the Gospel and 

the writings of the Fathers of the Church, and at times also in the difficult history of our 

nation. 

Returning to his voice, then, is not simply a journey into the past. It is also an 

attempt to ask a question about ourselves. 
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