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Review of the book «In the Shadow of War in Ukraine» (“W cieniu wojny w Ukrainie”)
by Polish Rev. Professor Andrzej Zwolinski. Published in 2024, the book makes a significant
contribution to the understanding of the Russian war against Ukraine, as well as its impact on
cultural and religious processes both within Ukraine and globally. The author analyzes the
history of Russian imperialism and the history of Ukraine, upon which he comments on the
ideological and geopolitical foundations of the conflict. The distinguished and authoritative
voice of Rev. Professor Zwolinski in support of the Ukrainian people in the current situation
explains to the world why Russia’s war against Ukraine is a brutal crime that has been centuries
in the making. The book also provides an opportunity for every Ukrainian to uncover the
missing pieces necessary to fully comprehend the depth of the war between Russia and Ukraine
as a clash of civilizations.
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The war in Ukraine has been ongoing since 2014, although, within the context of
contemporary geopolitics, it was considered a prolonged conflict until Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine. It was only since 2022 that international politics shifted from a state
of concern to an understanding that Ukraine is facing a brutal and treacherous assault.
Moreover, Ukraine is not merely fighting for its survival but is also holding the front line
on its own territory, thereby protecting Europe from the war. However, for some countries,
this became evident only when “bombs began to explode at Europe’s borders, the number
of casualties surpassed tens and hundreds of thousands, and stories of raped women and
children flooded the internet—the shadow of war grew ever darker.” This is emphasized in
the book «In the Shadow of War in Ukraine» by Rev. Professor Andrzej Zwolinski, who was
among the few analysts who recognized the threat of war long before its outbreak. He was
directly involved in humanitarian aid for Ukrainian refugees in both Poland and Ukraine.
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Rev. Professor Andrzej Zwolinski, a renowned Polish priest, theologian, and scholar
in the fields of moral theology, social ethics, sociology, economics, politics, and media, is
the author of over 300 published books. He served as the long-time head of the Catholic
Social Teaching Department at the Pontifical University of John Paul II in Krakow. Perhaps
the only scholar to address the multifaceted aspects of the war in Ukraine in such depth in
his book.

Emphasizing that the beginning of the war in Ukraine can be traced to the turning point
of 2013-2014, when mass protests erupted during the so-called Euromaidan, the respected
author introduces a profound historical analysis, religious-philosophical reflections, and
socio-political considerations into Polish and broader European discourse.

The author introduces the reader to the topic of war in Ukraine by starting with
sociological studies and an analysis of philosophical thought concerning the theory of war,
concluding that human beings do not possess a natural inclination toward war, but that
there is a persistent conflict of civilizations in the world, and war is the result of human
destruction. Providing a clear chronology of the war between Russia and Ukraine in the
introduction, Rev. Professor Zwolinski traces the events that led to the conflict, analyzing
the stages of escalating tensions between Russia and Ukraine, including the annexation of
Crimea, the armed conflict in Donbas, and subsequent international diplomatic efforts for a
peaceful resolution. The author focuses on the importance of historical memory and the role
that symbols and rituals play in consolidating Ukrainian society during the war, offering
a detailed history of Russian imperialism, particularly as it relates to Russian Orthodoxy,
which has deep roots in the traditions of Tsarist power.

Russian cultural identity is constructed in a manner that reflects a Byzantine ideal, and
the fall of Byzantium following the Turkish conquest of Constantinople in 1453 nurtured
the concept of the “Third Rome.” Moscow, as the alleged true guardian of the Orthodox
faith, according to its narrative, asserts superiority over Catholic Rome, which claimed to
have betrayed the true faith. However, the author also highlights a less evident fact from the
formation of Moscow, which could serve as the real foundation of Russian imperialism. The

“steppe messianism” of the Mongol leader Genghis Khan, which involved the subjugation

of other peoples and the exhibition of cruelty toward them as the highest virtue of the
conquerot, provides an insightful lens for understanding the origins of Russian aggression.
An attentive reader will recognize the echoes of this ideology in the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, dating back to 1206.

From the very first chapter, in addition to listing important historical facts, the author
consistently supports Ukraine’s struggle against Russia’s imperial ambitions and Putin’s
associated arrogance. In portraying Putin’s self-image as an emperor, the author explains
how Russia’s leader persistently interprets reality as the fulfillment of a special mission
for the “ryskiy mir” (“Russian world.”) The author also discusses the long-term use of
propaganda to prepare the Russian public for supporting the invasion of Ukraine through
the conceptualization of the «Russian world».

Rev. Professor Zwolinski argues that, just as Russian identity would lose its meaning
without the imperial component, so too can a Russian not be regarded as a patriot without
it. He explains this as a revival of old imperial ideas and the readiness of Russians to accept
any form of aggression. The author further explores the media’s ideological role, revealing
that the key to their manipulation lies not in the creation of a new language of lies but in
appealing to pre-existing, deeply cultivated beliefs. The aspirations of Russian imperialism,
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the revival of the great Church, and the fulfillment of a historical mission are sufficient to
justify crimes, rapes, aggression, and hatred.

A critical role is attributed by the author to the cooperation between the Russian
Orthodox Church, led by Patriarch Kirill, and the government, which is a product of
centuries of church-state relations in which the state was sacralized and became the “Holy
Rus.” This issue’s significance is emphasized, especially in light of Russia’s attempts to
present the situation of Russian Orthodoxy in Ukraine as religious persecution to the
international community. Therefore, it is unsurprising that two entire chapters of the book
are dedicated to the history of Russian Orthodoxy and its contemporary activities, a brief
but incisive discussion given the scale of the war propaganda orchestrated by the Russian
Orthodox Church.

The shocking religious context in which the Moscow Church forgives murderers and
thieves while declaring a “holy war” supports the government’s claim that Ukraine is not a
state but merely a territory without the right to freedom. Rev. Professor Zwolinski argues
that the absence of a historical name does not equate to the non-existence of a people
who founded Kyivan Rus and have been part of the Golden Horde, the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, the Crimean Khanate, the Grand Duchy of Moscow, the Polish Kingdom, the
Commonwealth, Austro-Hungary, Soviet Russia, and more. He provides a coherent history
of Ukraine while also drawing attention to the attributes and state symbols, a section referred
to as “Putin’s Dilemmas.” By listing all the efforts of “Russian world” theorists and Russian
chauvinists to negate the existence of Ukraine, the author highlights the groundlessness
and manipulativeness of these claims.

Simultaneously, Rev. Professor Zwolinski observes that the war has further solidified
Ukrainian identity. The active “decolonization” of street names in cities stands as evidence
of growing anti-Russian sentiment. The war has also revealed the active Russian propaganda
against Poland as Ukraine’s supposed enemy. Without delving deeply into Ukrainian-Polish
relations, Rev. Professor Zwolinski demonstrates that Poland’s acceptance of millions of
Ukrainian refugees is more telling than any propaganda. To further reinforce this point, the
author recalls the visit of Pope John Paul II to Ukraine from June 23 to 27, 2001, during
which the Holy Father quoted Shevchenko and expressed concern for Ukrainians not only
as a spiritual leader but also as a Pole.

In the second part of the book, Andrzej Zwolinski focuses on the internal context of
Ukraine, particularly how the horrors of war are reshaping the national consciousness and
cultural orientations of Ukrainians. The author notes that Russia’s aggression has caused
not only a military challenge but also an ideological one for Ukraine, particularly through
Russia’s efforts to destroy Ukrainian identity via propaganda and cultural genocide.
Zwolinski not only describes the devastating economic and social consequences of the
war for the civilian population but also analyzes the role of media in Ukraine during
the war, especially how they have become essential tools for national mobilization and
combating Russian propaganda. He also highlights the psychological trauma Ukrainians
are experiencing, adding an emotional dimension to the book that complements the
intellectual analysis.

Throughout the book, there is a palpable sense of pastoral care and sympathy for
the suffering of Ukrainians. Although the author does not explicitly mention his personal
involvement in humanitarian and spiritual assistance to Ukraine and maintains an academic
tone, his references to the suffering of the Ukrainian people draw upon facts and activities
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that can only be understood through direct participation or close communication with those
engaged in such efforts. This is confirmed by the stories of Ukrainian refugees included in
the book.

It should be noted that Rev. Professor Zwolinski has long been a lecturer at the
Theological Institute of Joseph Bilchevsky in Lviv, a branch of the Pontifical Catholic
University of Lublin. Therefore, despite the scholarly nature and precision of his writing,
the second half of the book clearly reflects that for him, Ukraine is not merely a subject
of study but a real entity. The clergy, students, and teachers he knew long before the war,
parishioners whom he had served with his retreats and sermons, and a broad audience of
readers of his works translated into Ukrainian.

The author expresses deep concern for the preservation of national identity and cultural
revival amidst global crises. Professor Zwolinski sees hope for this revival in the resilience
and solidarity of Ukrainians, who managed to self-organize despite being unprepared for
wartime. He enumerates the daily feats of ordinary people in Ukraine and the efforts of
Poles in both Poland and Ukraine who, although not initially prepared for volunteer aid,
performed extraordinary acts of solidarity due to their sympathy for Ukrainians.

A series of social transformations experienced by Ukraine during the war and by
Poland after the arrival of Ukrainian refugees are presented as both achievements and
challenges. However, despite the reader’s natural expectations as the book nears its
conclusion, the author does not dedicate a separate chapter to conclusions or predictions
for the future. In the spirit of a teacher who has already provided ample information and
explained complex historical events and social processes, the author leaves the reader
with confidence that they are now equipped to draw their own conclusions and make
predictions.

Despite the book’s uniqueness in deeply and consistently uncovering the main causes
of the war and advocating for Ukraine’s undeniable right to defend itself and prevail—a
perspective I, as a researcher of “rashism,” greatly appreciated — the distinctive style of
Professor Zwolinski also deserves note. In constructing the narrative, the author plays the
roles of scholar, documentarian, and master of journalistic reportage. His academic style
is accessible to a wide audience while maintaining scholarly rigor and depth, balancing
intellectual analysis with the human dimension of war. This allows the reader, who may be
outside the context, to understand that war is not just a matter of facts and statistics but of
human lives.
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Kuura Aumxes 3Bosinchkoro «B TiHi BifiHu B Yipaini» («W cieniu wojny w Ukrainie»),
Bugana y 2024 pori, poOUTh 3HaYHUI BHECOK Y PO3YMiHHS cy4acHOi (a3u pociiickkoi arpe-
cii mpotu Ykpainu. [Ipodecop 3BoaiHCEKHIA, BITOMUI AOCIITHUK MOJITHYHUX 1 KyJIBTYPHHX
MPOLIECiB, KOMEHTYE 1/IC0JIOTIYHI Ta TEOMOITHYHI OCHOBH I[i€] BilfHH. ABTOp MPOMOHYE ITHO0-
KW aHaJi3 11e0JI0TTYHIX KOPEHIB BIHH, CIIMPAIOYUCh HA KOHIIETIIi pocifickkoro iMmnepianis-
My, KyJIBTYPHOI arpecii Ta npornarasa, siki JSITJId B OCHOBY POCIHCHKOTO HapaTHBY B paMKax
ribpuaHoi BiliHU. BiH po3yMie, HaCKiJIbKM INTMOOKO BKOpiHEHA IMIIEPChKA i7iess B pPOCIHCHKE
CYCHIJIBCTBO Ta SIK BOHA B3a€MOJIi€ 3 CYYaCHUMH MeXaHi3MaMH MaHIIyJIsii, mpornaranjy ta
inpopmauiiiHoi BifiHM. KHHMra 4iTKO JEMOHCTpYE, 5K 15l 1JI€0JIOTisi pO3BUBAEThCS B camiii Po-
cii 1 IK TpaHCIIETRCS 3a 11 Mexki. Lle 1ae MOKIMBICTh YMTaYCBi 3p03yMiTH, YoMy Pocist moci
AKTHBHO BHKOPUCTOBYE METOJM IICHXOJIIHIBICTUYHOTO BIUIMBY 4epe3 Mejia, MaHIMyJIOI0UH
€MOILisIMH, HAaIllOHAJILHO-PETITIHHUMHU CTEPEOTHIIAMH.

«W cieniu wojny w Ukrainie» — 11¢ BaXKJIMBE 1HTEICKTYyaJIbHE JOCTIPKCHHS, sIKS Ja€ IIi-
JIICHY KapTHUHY BIHCBHKOBOI Ta 171€0JI0T14HOI BiifHH, siky Pocis Bene npotn Ykpainu.

ABTOp BHUCTYIIA€ B POJIi BUCHOTO, JJOKYMEHTAIICTA Ta MalCTpa Ky pPHAIICTCHKOTO Perop-
taxy. Moro akaaeMmiuHmii CTHIb JOCTYMHMIH IIMPOKill aymuTOpii, age BOAHOUAC HOMY MpH-
TaMaHHI HayKoBa CTPOTICTh 1 MIMOWHA. ABTOp OajlaHCye MiX 1HTEJIEKTYaJ bHUM aHaJi30M i
JIIO/ICBKUM BUMipoM BiiiHU. Lle ae 3Mory unTauesi, ssknii Moxke niepeOyBaTH 1o3a KOHTEKCTOM,
3pO3YMITH, 11O BiliHa — I1¢ HE JuIIe GaKTH Ta CTATHCTUKA, a i JIOJIChKI KUTTSI.

Kurouosi crosa: BiliHa, iMIIepialliaM, «pyCKHI Mip», palu3m, Iporarasia.



